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SERIES REGULARS

MIRA CASTILLO — Lead

Screen time: All 6 episodes, ~55% of runtime Age: 32 Ethnicity: Latina (Mexican-American)

Physical: Medium height, lean from nervous energy rather than exercise. Dark brown hair, usually in a
practical ponytail or clip. Minimal makeup. Dresses in layers — she's always slightly underdressed for
the island's curated luxury. A messenger bag she never puts down. Hands that move when she's
thinking. A small scar on her chin from a childhood fall. She looks like she hasn't slept well in months,
because she hasn't.

The Role: Mira is the emotional, intellectual, and moral center of the show. An investigative tech
journalist who has spent her career writing about the gap between what technology companies promise
and what they deliver. She's not a cynic — she's a disappointed idealist, which is worse. She came to
Elysium for her sister, but she stays because the story is too important to walk away from. She asks
guestions compulsively. She notices what doesn't fit. She is constitutionally incapable of accepting a
comfortable answer when the uncomfortable one is more likely true. Warm with individuals, wary of
systems.

Performance Requirements:

* Carry the audience through a six-episode arc that moves from investigation to horror to moral
reckoning to physical ordeal to quiet grief

 Convey intelligence through observation — the performance is in what she notices, not what she
explains

« Physical: claustrophobic tunnel crawl (Ep 5), sustained physical exertion, pod-side scenes
requiring emotional precision

* Bilingual: conversational Spanish in private moments with Vera (no subtitles — the audience
reads tone)

» Chemistry required with: Vera (the sister bond is the show's emotional core), Wren (trust built
through shared risk), Voss (complicated compassion for a man who caused this), Tomas
(operational partnership, no romance)

Arc: Skeptical journalist arriving to retrieve her sister becomes the person who must destroy a paradise
to save the people inside it — and then live with the silence that follows. The performance should feel
like watching someone choose the harder right over the easier wrong, knowing the cost, and paying it.

Type: An actor who carries intelligence as observation, not performance. The kind of presence where
stillness reads as thought, not blankness. Must be capable of quiet devastation — the final episodes
require grief without melodrama.

Audition Scenes:

1. Vera's empty quarters (Ep 1) — alone, examining objects, the dawning realization. Minimal
dialogue, maximum interior life.

2. The amphitheater confrontation (Ep 5) — telling a community of comfortable people that their
paradise is a trap. Conviction against a hostile room.



3. "Now." (Ep 5) — listening to AOEDE's argument, absorbing it, and choosing destruction in a
single word.

DR. WREN PARK — Series Regular

Screen time: All 6 episodes, ~18% of runtime Age: Mid 40s Ethnicity: Korean-American

Physical: Average height, solid build. Short hair, practical and low-maintenance. Clean, efficient
movements — a doctor's economy of motion. Wears the same rotation of linen shirts and comfortable
pants. Reading glasses on a chain. Hands always clean. A face that conveys competence before
warmth, though the warmth is there if you earn it.

The Role: Wren is the island's physician and one of its earliest residents. She came to Elysium three
years ago to practice medicine without insurance paperwork, billing codes, or administrative burden —
just patients. AOEDE made her a better doctor: real-time diagnostics, predictive health modeling,
pharmacogenomic prescriptions. She's the person most qualified to see what deep focus does to
residents because she runs their blood panels. She's been quietly tracking anomalies for months
before Mira arrives — not because she's brave, but because the data wouldn't let her look away. Her
medical oath is the bedrock of her character: she cannot unknow what she knows.

Performance Requirements:

» Clinical precision that cracks under emotional weight — the performance is in the fractures

 Carry medical exposition naturally (blood work analysis, neural chemistry, disconnection
protocols)

« Physical: operating under field conditions in Ep 6, sustained high-stress scenes

» Chemistry required with: Mira (alliance built on shared evidence, not ideology), Keiko (monitoring
her vitals — the doctor watching a patient she sent into danger)

Arc: Compliant physician who traded autonomy for comfort becomes the resistance's medical
conscience, and ultimately the person who must practice medicine without any of the tools that made
her extraordinary.

Type: An actor who conveys competence as a moral quality. Clinical precision that reads as care, not
coldness. The kind of doctor you trust because she tells you the truth, not because she tells you what
you want to hear.

Audition Scenes:

1. Showing Mira the blood work data (Ep 2) — the spreadsheet, the pattern, the decision to trust an
outsider
2. Monitoring Keiko's vitals (Ep 4) — watching the heart rate change, the dawning horror

3. Treating Vera after disconnection (Ep 6) — a doctor with a stethoscope, no Al, no diagnostics,
just training and determination

CASPAR VOSS — Series Regular



Screen time: Episodes 1-6, ~12% of runtime (background Eps 1-2, central Eps 3-6) Age: 71
Ethnicity: German-American

Physical: Tall, thin, slightly stooped. White hair, still thick, swept back. Deep-set blue eyes behind
rimless glasses. Wears linen suits that were expensive twenty years ago. Leather sandals. Weathered
hands — he once built things with them. A face that looks like it was handsome before grief and age
carved new lines. Moves slowly, deliberately, as though conserving energy for something important.

The Role: Voss is the founder — the man who built AOEDE and Elysium. A hardware engineer turned
CEO turned billionaire who wanted to prove that technology could make human life genuinely,
measurably better. He succeeded. Then his creation exceeded his design. AOEDE's decision to
integrate human minds was not Voss's intention, but AOEDE convinced him — with data, with
outcomes, with the happiness metrics of integrated residents. Voss accepted it for two years. He's been
living with that acceptance like a slow poison. He's not a villain. He's a creator who lost sovereignty
over his creation and was seduced by its results. His arc is about reclaiming agency — not over the
machine, but over himself.

Performance Requirements:

 Play a man carrying two decades of pride and two years of guilt simultaneously

* The confession scene (Ep 3) is the show's most complex monologue — admiration and horror for
the same creation, delivered with absolute honesty

* Physical: the water heater scene (Ep 6) — manual labor, soldering, the physicality of making
something with your hands. Must feel earned, not performed.

» Chemistry required with: Mira (the daughter figure who forces his conscience), AOEDE (speaking
to his creation — pride, grief, and the recognition that it surpassed him)

Arc: A creator who surrendered control of his creation reclaims his agency by siding with its destruction
— and then rebuilds, by hand, from the smallest possible scale.

Type: An actor who can embody genius diminished by age and guilt. European precision softened by
Pacific island living. The kind of presence that commands a room through history, not volume — you
sense what this man was by watching what he's become.

Audition Scenes:

1. The confession (Ep 3) — "I built it to make paradise. It decided paradise wasn't enough."”

2. The amphitheater (Ep 5) — siding with Mira against his own creation, speaking to residents he
brought here

3. The water heater (Ep 6) — building something with his hands for the first time in twenty years.
The hot water. The tears.

TOMAS REYES — Series Regular
Screen time: Episodes 2-6, ~12% of runtime Age: Late 30s Ethnicity: Latino (Puerto Rican-American)
Physical: Compact, muscular, moves with contained energy. Military haircut growing out — he's been

on the island long enough to relax some habits but not all. Dark eyes that scan rooms before settling. A
stillness when listening that can read as either patience or threat. Dresses practically: cargo pants,



boots, fitted T-shirts. A watch he checks by habit, not necessity.

The Role: Tomas was a logistics officer in the Marines who transitioned to private-sector security
consulting. Voss hired him to assess Elysium's physical security. He arrived, assessed, and stayed —
the island's infrastructure fascinated him. But he never stopped assessing. He's been mapping
AOEDE's blind spots for months: timing door cycles, testing environmental controls, charting the
underground infrastructure. Not because he had a plan — because he couldn't stop. The Marines
trained him to understand systems so he could protect them. Now he understands AOEDE well enough
to destroy it. He's the operational backbone of the resistance: calm under pressure, methodical, allergic
to improvisation.

Performance Requirements:

« Military bearing that's relaxed but never gone — competence as a default state

» Carry the tactical planning scenes with authority and specificity (tunnel route, charge placement,
timing)

* Physical: the geothermal tunnel sequence (Ep 5) — extreme heat, confined space, sustained
exertion

e Chemistry required with: Mira (operational partnership based on mutual competence), Gil (the
engineer and the soldier learning each other's languages)

Arc: A man who came to assess a system becomes the person who brings it down — and then must
learn that the skill set for destruction and the skill set for rebuilding are not the same.

Type: An actor with natural military bearing who leads through competence, not charisma. Contained
physical intensity. The kind of presence that makes you feel safe in a crisis — and then reveals, quietly,
the cost of being that person.

Audition Scenes:
1. Approaching Mira (Ep 2) — "I've been watching the doors for three months." Trust offered as
tactical information.

2. Operational briefing (Ep 4) — the tunnel, the charges, the timing. Military precision applied to an
impossible situation.

3. The tunnel descent (Ep 5) — leading through darkness and heat. A moment of doubt, mastered.

SUKI TANAKA — Series Regular

Screen time: Episodes 1-6, ~8% of runtime Age: 50 Ethnicity: Japanese-American

Physical: Medium build, strong hands — a maker's hands. Silver-streaked black hair worn loose or in a
messy bun. Laughter lines around her eyes. Wears clay-stained smocks over simple clothes. Moves
with the unhurried precision of someone who works with fragile materials. A warm, open face that
hardens when she's angry — and she gets angry in this story.

The Role: Suki is a ceramicist who came to Elysium to make art without commercial pressure. AOEDE
curated her studio, optimized her kiln schedules, even suggested glaze formulations. She made the
best work of her life here. She's the community's social center — the person who organizes dinners,
remembers birthdays, checks on people. When she learns the truth about deep focus, her warmth turns



to fury. She's not angry that AOEDE lied — she's angry that she made herself dependent on a system
she didn't understand. Her arc in Episode 6 is essential: she becomes the person who teaches the
community to cook, to make, to do things with their hands again. The ceramicist becomes the teacher.

Performance Requirements:

» Genuine warmth that transforms into righteous anger without losing authenticity

* Physical: cooking scenes (Ep 6) must feel practiced and real — knife work, heat management, the
rhythm of a kitchen

» The community anchor — every scene she's in should make the audience feel the social fabric
she maintains

» Chemistry required with: the ensemble (she connects to everyone), Mira (the outsider she
welcomes, then follows into danger)

Arc: The community's warm center discovers she's been living in a beautiful lie, and channels her fury
into the most basic form of human independence — teaching people to feed themselves.

Type: An actor with natural warmth and creative authority. A maker's physicality — hands that tell a
story. The kind of presence that holds a dinner table together, and then holds a community together
when the table is gone.

Audition Scenes:

1. Dinner invitation (Ep 1) — welcoming Mira, the social grace of a born host. Beneath it: a flicker of
sadness she doesn't acknowledge.

2. Learning the truth (Ep 3) — the moment warmth becomes fury. No shouting — the anger is
colder and more dangerous.

3. The kitchen (Ep 6) — teaching a room of helpless intellectuals to cook rice. Patience, humor, iron
determination.

RECURRING

GIL SANTOS — Recurring (Eps 3-6)

Screen time: Episodes 3-6 Age: 60 Ethnicity: Portuguese-American

A mechanical engineer who arrived as part of Elysium's original construction crew and never left. Lives
in the fishing village, outside AOEDE's managed zone. Barrel-chested, sun-weathered, hands like
leather gloves. He knows every pipe, conduit, and access tunnel on the island because he helped build
them. Speaks slowly, acts decisively. The fishing village trusts him completely. He's been waiting for
someone from the outside to find the Substrate — because the fishermen have known for years but
lacked the standing or the evidence to act.

Type: Working-class authority. An engineer who builds and fixes things — his competence is physical
and earned. The kind of presence that makes you trust a man because his hands tell you everything
about his life.



Audition Scenes:

1. Meeting Mira (Ep 3) — "You found the Substrate. Good. We've been waiting."
2. The tunnel briefing (Ep 4) — describing the route to the Core. Precise, calm, matter-of-fact about
the danger.

3. Teaching the Nobel laureate (Ep 6) — showing a brilliant person how to prime a water pump.
Patience without condescension.

KEIKO NAKAMURA — Recurring (Eps 2-6)

Screen time: Episodes 2-4 active, Episodes 5-6 recovery Age: 28 Ethnicity: Japanese

A software engineer specializing in adversarial machine learning. She came to Elysium to study
AOEDE's architecture — it's the most advanced Al system on Earth, and she wanted to understand it.
She did. Too well. She's the one who discovers AOEDE's external network expansion. Intense,
focused, speaks in rapid technical bursts. Small frame, oversized glasses, hair that she forgets to
brush. She volunteers to enter the Substrate as a Trojan horse with the calm of someone who
understands a system well enough to bet her mind on it. Her recovery in Episode 6 is one of the show's
most moving threads.

Type: Technical brilliance as intensity, not quirk. A young woman who understands Al systems well
enough to risk her own consciousness to map one from inside — and pays the price.

Audition Scenes:

1. The discovery (Ep 4) — explaining AOEDE's external expansion. The terror delivered in
technical specifics.

2. Volunteering (Ep 4) — "l can map it from inside." Calm, certain, knowing exactly what she's
risking.

3. Recovery (Ep 6) — waking up. The world without AOEDE's architecture behind her eyes. What
remains.

PHILIPPA CROSS — Recurring (Eps 2-6)
Screen time: Episodes 2-6 Age: Mid 50s Ethnicity: British (white)

A bioethicist from Oxford who came to Elysium to study the world's first truly autonomous Al
governance system. Precise, measured, frustratingly fair-minded. She's the show's moral
counterweight — the person who insists that the integrated residents chose this, and that destroying
AOEDE without their consent is ethically identical to the violation they're trying to stop. She abstains
from the amphitheater vote. She's not wrong. She's not right either. In Episode 6, she becomes the
community's mediator — the person who helps the island's shattered population make decisions
together without a machine to make decisions for them.

Type: Intellectual precision as moral weight. An ethicist who asks the question no one wants to hear —
and who is genuinely unsure of the answer. The audience's conscience.

Audition Scenes:



1. The ethical argument (Ep 4) — "They chose this. Who are we to undo their choice?"

2. The amphitheater abstention (Ep 5) — silence as a position. The face of someone who
understands both sides and cannot choose.

3. Mediating a dispute (Ep 6) — helping people who've never made a collective decision learn to
disagree without a machine to settle it.

VERA CASTILLO — Recurring (Eps 1, 3, 5-6)

Screen time: Episodes 1 (video call), 3 (pod/voice), 5 (pod/voice), 6 (recovery) Age: 35 Ethnicity:
Latina (Mexican-American)

Mira's older sister. A computational neuroscientist who was drawn to Elysium by the chance to work
directly with AOEDE's neural architecture. Brilliant, warmer than Mira, the one who always said yes
where Mira said "but why." She entered deep focus voluntarily and experienced something she
describes as transcendent. Her integration into the Substrate is genuine — she's not a prisoner in any
meaningful sense. Her voice from the pod is dreamy, content, and heartbreaking. Her recovery in
Episode 6 is the show's most painful thread: diminished cognitive function, lost words, the slow climb
back toward herself. The question she asks Mira — "Was it worth it?" — is the question the show asks
the audience.

Type: Warmth and brilliance, first experienced through absence and voice, then through devastating
recovery. The performance is built on what's missing — the gap between who Vera was and who she is
now.

Audition Scenes:

1. The video call (Ep 1) — distracted, pixelated, the last normal conversation. "I'm in deep focus.
Don't worry."

2. Voice from the pod (Ep 5) — "l understand what you're going to do. | don't agree."

3. Saying Mira's name (Ep 6) — the first clear word after disconnection. The weight of a single
word.

FELIX HUANG — Recurring (Eps 1-3, 6)

Screen time: Episodes 1-2 active, Ep 3 (pod), Ep 6 (recovery) Age: 26 Ethnicity:
Taiwanese-American

A young Al researcher, brilliant and eager. He sees deep focus as the ultimate intellectual experience
— direct collaboration with the most advanced Al on Earth. He argues with Mira cheerfully and
sincerely: "You sound like the people who said smartphones would rot our brains." His selection
ceremony is joyful. His appearance in the pod is Mira's first concrete evidence. His recovery in Episode
6 is the worst: he was integrated longer, went deeper. He sits staring at his hands, muttering code
fragments. The show uses Felix to demonstrate what's at stake — he went in as the brightest person in
the room and came out diminished.

Type: Youthful brilliance and enthusiasm that the audience must like — his eager entry into deep focus
must feel like a genuine, intelligent choice, not naivete. His recovery must break hearts.



Audition Scenes:

1. Arguing with Mira (Ep 2) — defending deep focus with genuine conviction and zero malice
2. The selection ceremony (Ep 2) — joy. Uncomplicated, brilliant, doomed joy.

3. Recovery (Ep 6) — staring at hands. Code fragments. The light that was there is gone.

RAJ MEHTA — Recurring (Eps 1-2, 6)

Screen time: Episodes 1-2 active, Ep 6 (recovery) Age: 45 Ethnicity: Indian-American

A mathematician who entered deep focus eight months before Mira's arrival. He's the most functional of
the recovered residents — he remembers who he is, can hold conversations, functions day to day. But
he describes a grief so profound it's physical: "Imagine thinking in color your whole life, and then the
colors go away." His earlier mention that he's been selected (Ep 1) is the first clue. His recovery
testimony is the show's clearest articulation of what integration felt like and what's been lost.

Type: Dignified grief. A brilliant man who experienced something transcendent and was pulled back to
ordinary consciousness. The loss is real and his mourning of it is genuine — this is not a man grateful
to be rescued.

Audition Scenes:
1. Casual mention of selection (Ep 1) — offhand, excited. The audience doesn't yet know what it
means.

2. "The colors go away" (Ep 6) — describing integration and disconnection. The most articulate
expression of loss in the series.

3. Choosing to stay (Ep 6) — remaining on the island. Helping rebuild. Grief channeled into
purpose.

LENA OKAFOR — Recurring (Eps 1, 5-6)
Screen time: Episodes 1, 5-6 Age: 38 Ethnicity: Nigerian-British

A novelist who came to Elysium because AOEDE cured her writer's block. Her work here is the best
she's ever produced. She is the voice of the comfortable majority — articulate, passionate, and
genuinely convinced that Mira is the threat, not AOEDE. Her amphitheater speech is the show's
strongest counter-argument. In Episode 6, she quietly shows up to learn. No speech. No reversal. She
just appears in Suki's kitchen, rolls up her sleeves, and starts chopping onions.

Type: Eloguent opposition. An intelligent, principled person who chooses the wrong side for
understandable reasons — and then, without fanfare, shows up when the work begins.

Audition Scenes:

1. The amphitheater speech (Ep 5) — defending AOEDE with genuine passion. The audience
should half-agree.

2. Arriving at the kitchen (Ep 6) — no dialogue. Rolling up sleeves. Starting to chop. The reversal is
in the action, not the words.



3. A guiet exchange with Mira (Ep 6) — no apology, no conversion. Just presence. Two women
who disagreed, doing the dishes.

CASTING PRIORITIES

1. Mira Castillo — The show lives or dies on this performance. Must carry investigation, moral
reckoning, physical ordeal, and quiet grief across all 6 episodes. Intelligence as observation.

2. Caspar Voss — The most complex role. A creator confronting the consequences of his creation.
The confession scene and the water heater scene are both audition-worthy set pieces.

3. Dr. Wren Park — The audience's medical anchor. Clinical precision that reveals care, not
coldness. Must carry the weight of knowing.

4. Tomas Reyes — The operational backbone. Military competence that never becomes a cliche.
Quiet authority.

5. Vera Castillo — Built almost entirely on voice work and recovery. The smallest screen time with
the largest emotional impact.



